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“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven a's he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.”—Acts 1: 10, 11. | 
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THE CONFLICT INEVITABLE. 


From the day in which the Lord revealed Himself from Heaven to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, down to the present time, there has been a conflict 
in the world. It is the struggle of light in the midst of darkness. It is 
the leaven which is eventually to leaven the whole lump. A system has 
been established on earth which has come down out of Heaven. It is a 
disturbing element in the midst of the powers of this world. In the 
nature of things, it cannot be otherwise. 

Yet the spirit of this latter-day work is the spirit of peace. It moves 
upon legitimate lines. It interferes with no human right. It seeks to 
subvert no legal authority. It stands for true liberty. It maintains the 
freedom of all people compatible with the general welfare. It concedes 
the privilege of every person and every society to worship according to 
the dictates of conscience. At the same time it upholds the authority of 
rulers and magistrates within the spheres of their proper jurisdiction. — 

But the system known in the world as “Mormonism” has been vigor- 
ously opposed on all sides, both religious and secular forces being arrayed 
against it. The.chief moving cause of this warfare has been in the very 
heart of modern Christendom. The antagonism has sprung from that 
source. The fight waged with material weapons has been incited by 
ecclesiastical influences. While the religious organizations quarrel with 
each other and contend over points of doctrine and of discipline, exhibit- 
ing often intense animosity toward each other, they can come toa unity, 
slmost: at any time, to engage in a fight against “Mormonism.” Recent 
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as well as past history shows that they can enlist also the powers of 
the State, to help them in their endeavors to crush out an unpopular 
Church. 

Some people, who become tired of the continued warfare and who 
naturally desire ease, and that “peace on earth and good will to men” 
which the latter-day Gospel inculcates, sometimes express the view that 
it is better to be passive than positive; to let the foes of the Church say 
and doas they please; to submit without reply to all kinds of slander 
and abuse; to resent nothing, to defend nothing, to reply to nothing; to 
occupy a negative position, that quietness may succeed tumult and the 
troubled waters become settled and calm. 

That would be very pleasant if it were only possible and right. But 
what would it involve? We will tell them. It would mean the relinquish- 
ment of every doctrine and principle which comes in contact with the 
views and traditions of centuries. The laying down of the authority of 
the Holy Priesthood restored toearth. The abandonment of sacred ordin- 
ances for the living and the dead. The turning of Temples into mere 
houses of public worship. The tacit recognition of human systems as 
parts of a “Christian” whole. The union of darkness and light, of Christ 
and Baal. In other words, the merging of “Mormonism” into the mass 
of confusion that constitutes latter-day Christendom. 

This Church and people can have permanent peace by lying down in 
the dust and allowing their opponents to walk over them. By yielding 
up every right and becoming perfectly quiescent. By forsaking all essen- 
tial distinctions between the Saints and the world, so as to be in all things 
“like the rest of them.” Giving up anything that forms a part of our 
creed will not placate the foe. Satan will never be satisfied without a 
complete surrender. The great object of his wrath and of bis destructive 
forces is the Priesthood which is after the order of the Son of God. While 
that remains in the plenitude of its authority, officiating with the keys of 
power acknowledged and ratified in Heaven, his warfare aided by his 
hosts unseen, and the powers of earth through which his works are mani- 
fest, will never cease. 

The struggle must goon. It is the final conflict that has been com- 
menced on this earth. Darkness must be overcome, the truth must pre- 
vail. The kingdoris of this world must become the Kingdom of God and 
His Christ. The dominion of the adversary must be driven from this 
globe, and the posterity of Adam must be redeemed from error and sin 
and suffering. 

The assaults, however, will come in the future as they have in the past, 
from the powers of darkness allied with those of this world. The Church 
which Jesus Christ has established in person, is on the defensive. It can- 
not yield or throw aside ite armor or its weapons. It must fight the good 
fight of faith. It must stand by the work which it has been commanded 
to perform. It need not be afraid of its enemies. While desiring not to 
provoke disturbance, to create strife or to stir up wrath, it must be pre- 
pared to endure all things without shrinking and without retreat. Cer- 
tainly there should be no cowards in its ranks who “would its colors fly,” 
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nor should there be any cringing when those who are valiant stand up in 
the front to meet the attacks of the enemy. 

The campaign of the Gospel is not a mere skirmish, it is a war that will 
continue until the great consummation. There will be brief periods of 
comparative quiet, but the clash will be renewed, and the struggle will 
proceed until He comes whose right it is to reign and His light and truth 
and glory flood the earth as with the sunshine of everlasting peace.— 


Deseret News. 


UNDERSTAND YOUR WORK. 


LiKE the farmer who with forethought, during the off season, considers 
the entire round and duties of his profession, and plans for bis future, no 
doubt every Presiding Elder looks over and visits his field, and studies and 
prepares for the changing seasons of missionary effort and opportunity. 
During this quiet period every district has undergone supervision; not only 
have the districts been visited, the Elders looked after and the Saints had 
a share of this, but the overlooker has been anxious to know his field as 
a whole, and its parts in particular, but also the working element which 
directly or indirectly is subject to his manipulation and control. 

- As a Bishop at home ought to know every individual of his ward, so 
should the President of a Conference know the members of his flock; as 
the Bishop knows all his Teachers and appoints their field of activity so 
with the President, and to study men, under the inspiration of the Spirit, 
is his special duty. He also must study localities as well as men, and 
when change is desirable, congenial spirits should if possible be joined to- 
gether, though this may not always mean that two non-aggressive persons 
should be mated, or that two energetic ones are best together always for 
the good of the cause. Wherever two labor, one of necessity must be in 
the lead or be responsible, but an adaptation of man to man and men to 
locality will be the suggestion of wisdom. 

While this general study should never flag, its intensity will vary with 
new arrivals, changes, and successful work; some may need encourage- 
ment, some direction, and some restraint ; and the brethren when appointed 
should study their individual location; how to reach the people, and how 
to adapt themselves to their special districts, will require all their faith, all 
their powers of observation and all that wisdom of inspiration which may 
after all have to come from prayer, fasting and consecration of every 
power of body, brain and spirit. 

Continuous supervision is the life of a conference as it is the life of a 
district. The Elders are sent out to preach, and they are sent out to make 
converts, and no man is called upon to hide himself between theory and 
scripture, as to conversion depending on the Lord, for it depends on faith- 
ful work in part as the result of the husbandman’s toil depends on the 
same blessing, but he must plough, harrow, sow the seed, and cultivate 
the ground until the germ of life begins to move; a good crop can perish 
for lack of culture as well as from lack of water, from unwise or untimely 
hoeing, weeding and watering, as well as from drought or excess of moisture. 
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Human nature is a grand study, adaptation marks the intelligent 
worker, and most converts are but as babes in Christ, they need “the 
sincere milk of the word, that they may grow thereby,” and some grow 
by activity as others grow by reflection and observation; to be enlisted 
is not all that is required of a soldier, “the manual of arms” is his text 
book, and to teach others is often the most thorough way tolearning. Every 
lay member should, therefore, be a worker, and every one a missionary; a 
man called to any part of the priesthood should be encouraged to act, to oome 
before the people, to express his feelings and his thoughts, for the increase 
of his testimony and to make his membership of greater value to himself 
and others. Every sister should have the missionary spirit, in the Church 
or out of it, at home or abroad; the young men —— women in the 
Church should use all their personal influence over associates and kindred 
to bring them to a consideration of Gospel Truth, by conversation, by 
lending a tract or book, by introducing the Elders and by inviting to 
meeting. 

The Elders in visiting among the Saints should ignore goesip and criti- 
cism ; it would pay often to read an article from the Star, from the Fra, 
or the News, or to establish Truth by reading and commenting on the 
Scriptures, which includes the “Book of Mormon” and the Book of Doc- 
trine and Covenants,” so that conversation may not flag or degenerate 
into unprofitable channels. 

While it is lamentable that so few of the Elders sing, or try to sing, the 
songs of Zion should always be in season; the Leaflets are handy and valuable 
in a District Meeting or Conference, where visitors should be invited to 
take them home with them. The Hymn Book should be owned and car- 
ried by every Elder, and all the Saints should own copies for themselves, 
then they are ready for all occasions; and where there are families of 
children or Sunday schools no better recreation can be indulged in than 
singing the words and melodies so amply provided for by our publishers; 
to “sing with the Spirit and with the understanding” is a part of divine 
worship, and it can be fostered far beyond its present use among us all. 

This exercise is valuable also in street services, and familiarity can be 
easily acquired in the home circle, and nowas the season for efficient out-door 
work is already dawning, these few hints are given to encourage effort, to 
awaken enthusiasm, and to give renewed life to both “priest and people,” 
for in unity there is assuredly strength. * 


JESUS THE GOD OF ANCIENT ISRAEL. 


Tue following question is asked by a correspondent: “In Leaflet of 
January 7th, 1900,—subject, God—are we to understand that God the 
Father spoke to Moses face to face on Mount Sinai, or are we to under- 
stand that it was Jesus Christ?” | 
Thore is in wodern Christendom à strong tendency to ascribe to the 
Father visite and communications with mankind that were really made 
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by the Lord Jesus. There is even a respectable percentage of the mem- 
bers of His Church, established in these days, who have the idea that it 
was the Father and not the Son who appeared to the patriarchs and 
prophets of old, who delivered Israel from Egypt, who gave the law on 
Sinai, and who was the guide and inspirer of the ancient seers. This was 
not the understanding of the true servants of God either before or after 
His coming. Those who preceded the advent of the Messiah understood 
that He whom they worshiped as Jehovab should in due time tabernacle 
in the flesh, and the writings of Justin Martyr and other of the early 
fathers show that this was the belief of the early Christian church on the 
eastern continent. The writings of the Hebrew prophets, as we have them 
in the Bible, are perbaps not as plain on this point as are those of the 
Nephite seers that are revealed to us in the Book of Mormon. But we 
have in this latter record some quotations from the earlier Hebrew 
prophets that make this point very clear. Nephi writes, (I Nephi 19: 10): 
“And the God of our fathers who were led out of Egypt, out of bondage, 
and also were preserved in the wilderness by him; yea, the God of Abra- 
ham, and of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, yieldeth himself, according to 
the words of the angel, ag @ man, into the hands of wicked men, to be 
lifted up according to the words of Zenock, and to be erucified, according 
to the words of Neum, and to be buried in a sepulchre, according to the 
words of Zenos.” | 
Here we have the testimony of Zenock, Neum and Zenos that the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was by wicked men to be lifted up, crucified 
and afterwards buried in a sepulchre, showing that these ancient worthies 
understood that it was the God of Israel who should come to His own. 
Nephi who himself was a Hebrew and the son of a prophet of that same 
race, also testifies in the above passage that it was that same God of their 
fathers who led them out of Egypt and preserved them in the wilderness. 
About four hundred years later another Nephite seer, King Benjamin, 
testifies that an angel came to him and made this glorious promise: 


“For behold, the time cometh, and is not far distant, that with power, 
the Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and is from all eternity to 
all eternity, shall come down from heaven, among the children of men, 
and shall dwell in a tabernacle of olay, and shall go forth amongst men, 
working mighty miracles, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, caus- 
ing the lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear, 
and curing all manner of diseases.” 


A little further on he says: 


“And he shall be called Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of 
heaven and earth, the Creator of all things, from the beginning; and his 
mother shall be called Mary. 

“And lo, he cometh unto his own, that salvation might come unto the 
children of men, even through faith on his name; and even after all this, 
they shall consider him a man, and say that he hath a devil, and shall 
scourge him, and shall crucify him.” 


But we have the word of the Savior Himself on this point that puts 
controversy to anend. When, after His resurrection and ascension into 
heaven, He first appeared to His Nephite disciples on this land, He de- 
glared, “Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the prophets testified shall 
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come into the world; . . . I am the God of Israel, and the God of the 
whole earth, and have been slain for the sins of the world.” (III Nephi 
11: 10,14.) Later during His ministry among the Nephites he affirms: 
“Behold I say unto you, that the law is fulfilled that was given unto 
Moses. Behold, J am he that gave the law and I am he who covenanted with 
my people Israel; therefore, the law in me is fulfilled.” (III Nephi 15: 4,5.) 

Should any still have a lingering doubt that the Jehovah who revealed 
Himself to Abraham, to Moses and to others was any other than He whom 
we know in the flesh as Jesus Christ, that doubt is set at rest by the 
revelations given in these days. In the vision seen by the Prophet Joseph 
Smith and by Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple, 3rd of April, 1836, 
the following appears: 


“We saw the Lord standing upon the breastwork of the pulpit, before 
us, and under his feet was a paved work of pure gold in color like amber. 
His eyes were as a flame of fire, the bair of his head was white like the 
ure snow, his countenance shone above the brightness of the sun, and 
is voice was as the sound of the rushing of great waters, even the voice 
of Jehovah, saying— 
Jam the first and the last. I am he who liveth, Iam he who was slain, 
I am your advocate with the Father.” (Doc. & Cov. Sec. 110, verses 2, 3, 4.) 


Somewhat curiously an ancient Syriac manuscript has within the last 
few months been unearthed that is known as the Gospel of the Twelve 
Apostles. Whether the Twelve Apostles had anything to do with writing 
it has nothing to do with the point under consideration. The writing 
was originally in Hebrew, and what we wish to draw attention to is that, 
whenever this manuscript was first written, the writers of the original 
believed that Jesus was He who spake with the ancient Israelites. It 
commences: 


“The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, 
according as it was said by the Holy Spirit, I send an angel before his face, 
who shall prepare his way. 

“It came to pass in the 309th year of Alexander, the son of Philip the 
Macedonian, in the reign of Tiberias Caesar, in the government of Herod, 
the ruler of the Jews, that the angel Gabriel, the chief of the angels, by 
command of God went down to Nazareth to a virgin called Mariam, of the 
tribe of Judah the son of Israel (her who was betrothed to Joseph the 
Just), and he appeared to her and said, ‘Lo! there ariseth from thee the 
one who spake with our fathers, and he shall be a Savior to Israel; and they 
who do not confess him shall perish, for his authority is in the lofty 
heights, and his kingdom does not pass away.! Juvenile Instructor. 


ELDERS BANISHED FROM DENMARK. 


PRESIDENT ANDREAS PETERSON writes from Copenhagen under date of 
March 3, 1900, as follows: 


“Elders Charles C. Ronnow and Thomas P. Jensen, who were laboring 
in Bornholm, bad papers served on them to leave the Kingdom of Denmark 
at once, because they were American citizens and missionaries from Utah. 

“They then applied to the American Minister for protection, as being 
American citizens. He at once stayed the execution of the decree, until 
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some investigation was made. The Minister soon found out the main 
reasons, which were emigration from Denmark to Utah and polygamy, 
hence he advised us to state our views on these questions, which we did 
as follows: 

“We, the undersigned missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, hereby affirm that we have not been instructed or 
advised by the President of our Church, nor any one else, to teach or 
encourage the practice of plural marriage, or polygamy; nor to teach or 
encourage the emigration from Denmark, or any other country, to the 
United States; neither have we advised or instructed those who labor 
with us or under our direction to teach or encourage polygamy or emigra- 
tion, but to the contrary we are instructed and we do instruct those we 
labor with not to teach polygamy nor emigration, but to teach the people 
to live and‘abide by the Manifesto issued by President Wilford Woodruff, 
April, 1890, and also approved by his successor President Lorenzo Snow; 
and to teach the people that they can live Christian lives in their own 
country as well as elsewhere. We further affirm that we have not at any 
time taught the people any other doctrine than that contained in Holy 
Writ. | 

“ANDREAS PETERSON, President of the Scandinavian Mission; 
“JacoB CHRISTENSEN, President of the Copenhagen Conference; 
“Caries! C. Ronnow, THomas P. Jensen, A. J. NIRLsEn, 
Peter Hansen, OLUr Jonnsen, C. J. Plowman, F. Cupis- 
TENSEN and A. H. Bereman, Traveling Missionaries. 


strength of this statement the American Minister demanded 
that the banishment be revoked, but yesterday the Minister wrote to 
Charles. C. Ronnow as follows: 

E am in receipt of a note from the Minister of Foreign Affairs in which 
he informs me that the Minister of Justice does not find sufficient grounds 
for revoking the decree of banishment against you and Mr. Thomas P. 
Jensen. “*Respectfully yours, 

L. S. Swenson.’ 

“T have had the privilege of interviewing the American Minister thrice 
the last time to day; he is a fine man, and I am satisfied that he has done 
all that he possibly could for us. He read to me the full statement from 
the Minister of Justice to him, in which he says, that our points have been 
well considered and have modified his views in regard to us.” 


Age SHIPMENT OF ELDER BERW’S BODY. 


PRESIDENT ANDREAS PETERSON writes regarding the shipment of Elder 
Henry W. Berg’s body as follows: 

“T have been informed by President H. A. Pedersen of Christiania that 
he has succeeded in making arrangements with Tingvalla, or as it is called, 
the ‘Scandinavian American Line,’ to ship Elder Henry W. Berg’s body 
on one of their boats by the name of Hola, which leaves Christiania on 
the Sch inst. Elder Jacob M. Olsen has been released to accompany the 
remains home to Utah.“ a 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 1900. 


REVELATION OR HALLUCINATION WHICH! 


THE name of Joseph Smith, as was promised him by the angel, is known 
for good and for evil wherever his message has been proclaimed. Those 
who accept his divine mission speak of him with the greatest respect, 
while his enemies proclaim him an impostor or a fanatic. Noone can 
carefully study his life of devotion and self-sacrifice, even to having gone 
knowingly to his death, without according to him the credit of sincerity. 
Such generally claim that he was deceived, and that all the visions and 
manifestations he claims to have received were nothing but the hallucina- 
tions of a diseased brain; but if careful search be made for evidence on 
this horn of the dilemma, it will be found as untenable as that of impos- 
ture; for on nearly every important occasion except his first vision, there 
were witnesses to the visitations of the various heavenly beings who com- 
municated with him. 

Besides the eight witnesses to whom Joseph showed the plates from 
which the Book of Mormon was translated, and that there might be no 
excuse for unbelief as to the divine origin of the book, Joseph was author- 
ized to select three special witnesses who should receive divine evidence. 
These three men were Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin Harris, 
who, with Joseph Smith, received a visit from the Angel Moroni, the same 
from whom Joseph received the plates. He showed them the plates and 
the engravings thereon, besides the Urim and Thummim and other articles 
that had been buried with the plates. Their testimony is recorded in the 
Book of Mormon, and although they all left the Church, not one could be 
prevailed upon to deny his testimony. 

On the occasion of the visit of John the Baptist, we are not dependent 
on the testimony of one man, but Joseph was accompanied by Oliver 
Cowdery, when John placed his hands on both of their heads and, in the 
name of Messiah, conferred upon them the priesthood of Aaron. The 
visit of Peter, James and John was made to the same two, when the 
higher priesthood with the Apostleship was conferred upon them. — 

The glorious manifestations at the dedication of the Kirtland Temple 
were witnessed by many; also Moses, Elias and Elijah appeared to Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery and committed unto them the keys of the 
different dispensations. (See Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 110.) 

The heavenly vision recorded in section 76, Doctrine and Covenants, 
was not given to Joseph alone, but Sidney Rigdon also was permitted to 
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behold the glory of the Son on the right hand of the Father. Bidney 
Rigdon later left the Church, but we have no account of his ever denying 
that he saw the vision. 

Is it possible that several persons at the same e be deceived 
by the same hallucinations, bearing on the same subjects and agreeing in 
every minute particular? Such a thing has never been — in the 
world's history. 

‘The Bible records but few instances where two or more persons at the 
same time have beheld the same heavenly vision or have been instructed 
by the same divine messenger; but it seems that the state of the world in 
this age is such that special personal evidence is necessary to convince 
men that such things can possibly be true, because for centuries, religious 
teachers have been training the people to believe that the heavens are 
as brass over their heads, and that such things as visions, revelations and 
heavenly visitations have been done away never to be restored. 

The evidence that these blessings have been restored in the nineteenth 
century is stronger than any that can be adduced in support of such 
things in olden times, yet owing to erroneous teachings for so many ages, 
people will refuse to either believe or investigate these claims that con- 
cern the whole human family so much. No one can investigate what the 
world calls “Mormonism,” with a sincere desire to know the truth, without 
finding abundance of evidence that should convince the most skeptical 
that it is something more than a scheme of human invention or the result 
of hallucination. * 


ONE MORE CHANGE. 


THE missionary field presents so many aspects and points for observa- 
tion and comment, that none may wonder what an absorbing topic it is. 
Change sucoeeds change, ex perience follows experience, association creates 
and increases friendly ties, and from the whole grows that supreme love 
which is “greater than the love of women.” 

Some men seem to be composed wholly of attractive elements, others 
repel at first but finally capture the citadel of the heart, and here and 
there one seems to be devoid of spiritual affinity, and freedom hides itself 
from a certain something which few understand and none can explain. 

Among the fine specimens of geniality in late experience, we class our 
pleasant associate in “42,” Elder Joseph C. McFarlane, who now leaves us 
for his home in Zion, after a year and eight months faithful service in the 
business department of this mission. It would be inappropriate to dispense 
with his labors without remark. He had acquired so thorough a grasp of 
the details of the work here, that it will be some time before his experi- 
ence in the position can again be realized or so efficiently filled. 

Brother McFarlane arrived in Liverpool, December 1, 1897, and was 
appointed to labor in the Norwich Conference where, after endearing 
himself. to many both Saints and others, he remained until June of 
the following year. From one standpoint, that of experience, it was his 
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loss, as his labors in the ministry were necessarily curtailed in Liverpool, 
but under President Wells’s administration his value was appreciated, and 
under President Lyman’s direction he has been retained in the office until 
his mission was filled, and it is with heartfelt reluctance, though with a right- 
eous conclusion that he has done all that ought to be required, that we give 
him the parting hand-shake and wish him success wheresoever his lot 
may be cast. We shall ever remember his genial manner, his ready 
response to every call, his grasp of the position he filled, and his integrity 
and devotion to the work as a Latter-day Saint, a minister of the Gospel 
and a missionary in the great field of the world. 

Brother McFarlane will sail from Liverpool on the as. Campania on the 
10th inst. May the “winds and waves” be propitious, and his reception 
at home be all that he can in righteousness desire. 


Elder G. Fred Wright who was called from the Bristol Conference to take 
the position held by Brother McFarlane, as above, has now been in train- 
ing for a month, and has displayed so great aptitude and perseverance, 
combined with an eagerness to comprehend all the minutiae of the office 
work, that we feel that every thing in his hands will move as satisfac- 
torily as did the business under his predecessor. 

N. 


By letter from President F. F. Hintze, we learn that the company on 
board the Astoria landed on February 19 after a pleasant voyage except 
one day, when the heavy sea carried off two life-boate and broke the 
rudder chain. This left them at the mercy of the waves for six hours, 
during which time they were driven back thirty-six miles. The break 
was repaired and they were carried safe to their destination. 

At New York they met Elder H. B. Smith and his little company, who 
sailed from Southampton, when all were to take their departure for home 
together on the afternoon of the 19th. 


Excper G. J. S. Apets of the Netherlands Mission arrived in Liverpool 
on March lat with the body of Elder Keilholz, who lately died in Holland. 
Although it is quite difficult to remove a body from that land on account 
of legal technicalities, Elder Abels has acquitted himself of his duties 
with judgment in every detail. He will sail with the remains on the 
Leyland Line s.s. Columbian to-day, and, no doubt, will get through all 
right. 


Tue Elders laboring in Great Harwood desire, through the medium of 
the Stak, to thank the unknown friend who sent them five shillings. 


Ir cost is the standard of excellence it is certainly better to give than 
to receive. 


WHENEVER a man gets the best of a bargain he calls it cunning, but 
when the other fellow gets the best of it, it’s a barefaced swindle. 
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THE PAGAN WORLD. 


LaTE statistics show that at the close of this century more than half of 
the inhabitants of the world are still pagans. The figures are as follows: 
Protestants, 143,000,000; Greek Catholics, 98,000,000; Roman Catholics, 
230,000,000; Mohammedans, 176,000,000—a total of 647,000,000. Estimat- 
ing the world’s population at 1,500,000,000, there would be over 800,000,000 
in the pagan domain. 

Those interested in so-called Christian missions may contemplate these 
figures with feelings of humility. Do they not contradict the glowing 
reports of missionaries published ever since missionary societies com- 
menced to solicit contributions for the conversion of pagans? Do they 
not account for the falling off in the interest among the churches in mis- 
sionary enterprises! 

We are told that at present the average contribution of the members of 
the evangelical churches of the United States is less than one penny each 
and that of this 98 per cent. is spent at home and only 2 per cent. in the 
wissionary field. It is further stated that nearly all the money contrib- 
uted for the conversion of the pagans is furnished by one-tenth of the 
church members. The remainder take no interest in the matter. 

Id is also a question whether “Christianity” has held its own in the 
pagan world. There are many indications that “Christian” doctrines 
once flourished in India and even in China. And, what is still more note- 
worthy,.there are reasons to believe that even the aborigines of the 
American continent were familiar with “Christianity” though adherents 
of pagan rites at the time of the advent of the conquerors of Mexico. 

Prescott, in his account of the conquest of that country, says Cortez and 
his followers were surprised when they witnessed a rite which reminded 
them of the Christian communion. On these occasions an image of the 
Deity of the Aztecs was made of flour mixed with blood, and after con- 
secration was distributed among the people, who, as they ate it, “showed 
signs of humiliation and sorrow, declaring it was the flesh of the Deity. 
They also witnessed another ceremony, reminding them of baptism. In 
this, after solemn invocation, the Aztec infant was touched with water on 
the head and lips and a name was given to it, while the Aztec goddess 
Cioacoatl was implored “that the sin, which was given to us before the 
beginning of the world, might not visit the child, but that, cleansed by 
these waters, it might live and be born anew.” 

These remarkable rites and still more the doctrines they were supposed 
to teach, apparently point to a time when the inhabitants of this conti- 
nent were acquainted with the “Christian” religion. And yet at the time 
of the conquest they were deep in error and gross idolatry. 

The fact should be a perpetual reminder to the “Christian” world, and 
particularly to that part of it which is interested in foreign missions, that 
Christianity cannot live unless preserved in its original purity. The first 
step away from the path marked out by revelation leads to another, and 
there is no stopping place short of complete apostasy. The Christianity 
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that is to convert the world is the power of God as manifest in His Gospel. 
Compromise with the demands of the world is surely fatal to the Christian 
religion.— Deseret News. 


SCIENCE A GROWING INHERITANCE. 


No scientific truth is born anew, coming by itself and of iteelf. Each 
new truth is always the offspring of something which has gone before, 
becoming in turn the parent of something coming after. In this aspect 
the man of science is unlike, or seems to be ualike, the poet and the artist. 
The poet is born, not made; he rises up, no man knowing his beginnings; 
when he goes away, though men after him may sing his songs for cen- 
turies, he himself goes away wholly, having taken with him his mantle, 
for this he can give to no other. The man of science is not thus creative; 
he is created. His work, however great it be, is not wholly his own; it is 
in part che outcome of the work of men who have gone before. 

Again and again a conception which has made a name great has come 
not so much by the man’s own effort as out of the fulness of time, Again 
and again we may read in the words of some man of old the outlines of 
an idea which in later days has shone forth as a great acknowledged truth, 
From the mouth of the man of old the idea dropped barren, fruitless; the 
world was not ready for it, and heeded it not; the concomitant and abut- 
ting truths which could give it power to work were wanting, Coming 
back again in later days, the same idea found the world awaiting it; 
things were in travail preparing for it; and some one, seizing the right 
moment to put it forth again, leapt into fame. 

It is not so much the men of science who make science, as some spirit 
which, born of the truths already won, drives the man of science onward 
and uses him to win new truths in turn. It is because each man of 
science is not his own master, but one of many obedient servants of an 
impulse which was at work long before him, and will work long after him, 
that in science there is no falling back. In respect to other things there 
may be times of darkness and times of light, there may be risings, deca- 
dences, and revivals. In science there is only progress. The path may 
not be always a straight line, there may be swerving to this side and to 
that, ideas may seem to return again and again to the same point of the 
intellectual compass; but it will always be found that they have reached a 
higher level—they have moved, not in a circle, but in a spiral. Moreover 
science is not fashioned as in a house, by putting brick to brick, that 
which is once put remaining as it was put tothe end. The growth of 
science is that of a living being. As in the embryo phase follows phase, 
and each member of the body puts on in succession different appearances, 
though all the while the same member, so a scientific conception of one 
age seems to differ from that of a following age, though it is the same one 
in the provess of being made; and as the dim outlines of the early embryo 
become, as the being grows more distinct and sharp, like a picture on a 
screen brought more and more into focus, so the dim gropings and search- 
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ings of the men of science of old are by repeated approximations wrought 


into the clear and exact conclusions of later times.—Sm MICHAEL ee 
M.P., in Great Thoughts. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 5. 


[Concluded from page 142.] 


MR. Wuits. I am glad that humility is the precious product of research 
and increase of intelligence, and I pray that this attribute of mental and 
spiritual progress may ever be yours and mine; but all our present 
thought must not run to philosophy. We will try again and summarize our 
progress and our conclusions, as far as we have jointly come. I think that 
ancient record, the Bible, we have conned, presents to you an unexpected 
luminosity and worth; you look at it now as having enshrined within it 
a revelation from the Father, you have found in it more rational, reason- 
able views of His person and character; the vail has been taken from the 
prophetic utterances in regard to the Shiloh—the Redeemer which was to 
ceme; types, shadows, ceremonial, tribal relationship and national expect- 
ancy have added to the mental feast; the birth, life, miracles, doctrine 
and death of Jesus have been shown to be authoritative and Divine; the 
Apostles and disciples have been recognized as faithful to their leader's 
trust; they worked as He taught, they founded as He intended, they 
organized as he directed, they were faithful as He was to the death; their 
imperfect and somewhat fragmentary history, testifies to their fidelity 
and faith, and their message inspired of the eternal spirit, and delivered 
without compromise or adulteration, was freely given for man’s salvation, 
and bas only lost ita efficacy when rejected and declined ; all who received it 
in honesty of soul and endured to the end were entitled to, and doubtless 
received, the promised blessings; teaching and organization perfected in 
the heavens and made known by the Spirit of Truth, only became futile 
and unmeaning when mixed with superstition and married to error. You 
have proved that no duplicate of that wonderful Gospel is now upon the 
earth; that that authority is unexercised as far as you know to-day; that 
no such church is within your range of experience or observation; that 
the prophet declared truly when he gave the burthen of the word of the 
Lord in Isaiah 24: 1-6, “Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and 
maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof. And it shall be, as with the people, so with the 
priest; as with the servant, so with the master; as with the maid, so 
with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with. the 
lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the 
giver of usury to him. The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly 
spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word. The earth mourneth and 
fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languish. The earth 
also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have trans- 
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting oovenant. 
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Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein 
are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few 
men left;“ and in 29: 13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, 
but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precept of men:” and in Acts 20: 29, 30, “For I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
‘sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them ;” also in I Tim. 4: 1-3, 
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a 
hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, 
which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 
believe and know the truth;” and further in II Tim. 3: 1-6, “This know 
also, that in the Jast days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, truce- 
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of Godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead 
captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers luste;” and in 
chapter 4: 2-4, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
tables; and in II Peter 2: 1-3, “But there were false prophets also among 
the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall 
follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall 
be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not,” with many other 
similar utterances which, at this late hour, I will not presume to mention. 

Mr. B. If I were not completely stupefied, overwhelmed and paralyzed, 
I would testify in words as I do in spirit, for what you have said, however 
strange and alarming it may be, is “the truth, and nothing but the 
truth.” 

Mn. W. lt is a terrific picture, painted on the enduring tablets of 
history, prophets and holy men have limned it, the spirit of revelation 
gave ite startling coloring, and observation sees its strict fidelity to facts, 
and only “He who sitteth in the Heavens” can deliver in His own 
good time, the way and assurance of change. (See John 1: 9-10, Rev. 
11: 6, 7.) 

Mx. B. I am half wishing I had not known of this great calamity, this 
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overshadowing evil, surely the poet had an intuition of some such thing, 
when he said, “ Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise.” 

Mr. W. I am not dispirited, another interview will explain the situa- 
tion, a gleam of sunshine will be turned on the murky canvas, and you 
will rejoice as I doin developments already made, and only waiting for 
the revelation. 

Joun. Pa, when can Mr. White come again, and can he bring Joseph 
with him? | 

Mr. W. Oh! I have a better scheme than that, it is nigh twenty years 
since wife and I were married, and we are going to celebrate it, and I was 
deputized to invite you all to visit us on that occasion, that we may extend 
our acquaintance and have a good time together. 

Lucy. Ma, am I old enough to go with yout For the talk I mean. 

Mrs. B. Why! I should surely enjoy it, it would be a change, if we were 
not intruding on the family, and it suits Mr. Binks. 

Mr. B. Oh! I have been there more than once, and I should be de- 
lighted. So consider that settled, Mr. White, if all is well. But I am sure 
it will take from now till then for me to recover my senses, my—what is 
it}—(a voice—equilibrium) that is what I meant but I could not say it. 
Mn. W. We don’t want to see you for feasting or celebration altogether, 
we can have a nice little time together while the girls and boys are 
entertaining themselves, if they so prefer. 

JosePH. I want to join in the conversation, if I am privileged. 

Jonny. I want to listen and put in a stray word or two if I get a chance. 

Lucy. Games are nice, but I have enjoyed this evening and have 
learned quite a few things, which I shall present in my own way to 
my teacher in school. 

Mrs. B. I am sure we shall be out of the atmosphere of gossip on our 
visit, and I delight i in hearing and thinking while others talk. 

Me. B. A unanimous vote, Mr. White. You have captured the whole 
family sure enough. 

Me. W. I am not so sure of that, I wish it were indeed so, but time 
will tell, and we really must get home. Are you both ready boys? 

Joanrk. Both ready, Pa, but I am afraid Will is tired, you will have to 
carry him. 

Witt. No fear, Pa says I am his man, and I am as good as you at 
walking. 

Handshaking and good night all round, and smiling faces at the prospects 
of the future. 

Mn. B. Wife, there is something strange about that man. I wonder if he 
isa prophet! But no, he would have long hair and a long beard. 

Mrs. B. Nonsense! that is only imagination, but he is surely a prophet 
tous! I can’t tell what’s coming next, but there is a mystery somewhere, 
I tell you. 

Joun. Ma, I believe I can get it off like Joseph, when I am his age. 
Mrs. B. I hope so! Lucy says nothing, she’s as bad as Pa, he’s dased. 
MI. B. Only temporarily, my dear, I shall be myself again, after I have 

“chewed my cud.” That’s a wonderful man, a miracle of himeelf. 


